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Species   Species   

Dandelions  

Taraxacum agg. 
230+ micro-species so 
they vary but it is the 
only yellow member of 
the Asteraceae with a 
hollow stem.  Turned  
downbracts under the 
flower. The stamens will 
be covered in pollen as 
they pick it up from their 
own anthers. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Common Cat’s-ear  

Hypochaeris radicata. 
Solitary flowers with 
greyish outer florets. 
Leafless, usually un-
branched stem with a few 
scaly bracts. Bracts under 
flowers hairless but  a line 
of small, dark bristles and 
a few dark glands. Wavy 
leaves are in a rosette at 
the base only, with some 
bristly un-forked hairs. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Autumnal  Hawkbit  

Scorzoneroides 

autumnalis 
Loose clusters of flowers 
with reddish outer 
florets. Stem without any 
scaly bracts  
Basal leaves like Cat’s-
ear but with sharper 
points. 
 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Rough Hawkbit  

Leontodon hispidus 
Solitary flowers with 
reddish outer florets and 
hairy bracts. Hairy stem 
gradually thickens under 
the flower. Basal rosette 
of leaves point upwards 
and has many forked 
hairs, those on mid-rib 
with a red base. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Lesser Hawkbit  
Leontodon saxatilis 
Solitary flowers with 
greyish-purple  outer 
florets. Stem slightly 
ridged and gradually 
thickens under the 
flower. Basal rosette of 
leaves, flat or nearly so 
along ground with forked 
hairs, those on mid-rib 
with a red base. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Rough Hawksbeard  
Crepis biennis 
1 metre tall, large flowers 
not reddish underneath.  
Phyllaries are whitish 
along the edge, green 
along centre with a 
covering of dark, rough 
hairs. Leaves lobed, with 
the end lobe the largest; 
becoming gradually 
smaller up stem. Tiny 
rough hairs on leaves. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Marsh Hawksbeard  
Crepis paludosa  
On marshy ground, a 
more robust plant than 
Smooth Hawksbeard with 
similar leaves but more 
pointed teeth and deeper 
yellow  flowers.  Sticky 
black hairs on bracts.  

 

 Seen (tick)  
 

Beaked Hawksbeard  
Crepis vesicaria 
Purplish stem with short 
dark bristles and a cluster 
of flowers red-striped 
underneath, especially 
towards the tips. 
Basal leaves are deeply 
lobed the end one being 
the largest. Covered with 
short bristly hairs. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 



Smooth Hawksbeard  
Crepis capillaris  
Branched clusters of 
flowers, each with pale 
yellow or reddish stripe. 
Mainly basal leaves but 
some on stem, these are 
shiny with pointed teeth 
and auricles clasping the 
stem. 

  
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Nipplewort  
Lapsana communis 
Slender many branched 
stems with many smallish 
flowers with toothed tips 
to florets. 
Basal leaves have a large 
ovate terminal lobe and a 
few pairs of smaller side 
lobes. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Prickly Sowthistle  

Sonchus asper 
Narrow spiny glossy 
leaves clasp the stem 
and ‘bend-over-
backwards’. Basal lobes 
of stem-leaves rounded. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Smooth  Sowthistle  

Sonchus oleraceus 
Flowerheads pale yellow 
in lax clusters. Upper 
leaves clasp the stem with 
pointed basal lobes. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Perennial  Sow-thistle  

Sonchus arvensis 
Flowers twice size of 
other sowthistles and 
plants much taller to 
1.5m. Deeper yellow 
flowers with sticky 
bracts.  Leaves clasp the 
stem with rounded basal 
lobes. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Hawkweeds  

Hieracium agg. 
400+ microspecies  so 
variable. Most common 
species have leafy stems  
with stalkless leaves 
spirally up stem.  Flowers 
on branched stems at top. 
Bracts sticky & usually 
densely hairy. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Goldenrod 

Solidago virgaurea 
Flowers in a spike near 
top of stem formed by 
alternate branches of 
flowers. A few lanceolate 
leaves on red & green 
striped stem, slighter 
broader un-toothed 
leaves at base.   

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Canadian/Early 
Goldenrod 

Solidago canadensis / 

gigantea 
Well established garden 
escapes - Canadian has 
hairy upper stem and 
leaves and Early has 
leaves that are hairless.  

 

 Seen (tick) SC/SG  
 

Hawkweed Oxtongue  

Picris hieracioides 
Tall stem, with many T-
shaped hairs, reddish 
towards base and with 
alternate branches of 
groups of flowers all way 
up. Stem with many 
lobed and lanceolate 
leaves towards bottom. 

 
 

  

Seen (tick)  
 

Bristly  Oxtongue  
Helminthotheca echioides 
Rough grassy places . 
Leaves wavy edged, 
pimply and bristly.  Purple 
bristly stem. Large flower 
bracts with bristly 
margins. Flowers with 
orange tinge. 
 

 
 

  

Seen (tick)  
 



Common Fleabane  
Pulicaria dysenterica 
Large coltsfoot-like 
golden flowers on 
branched stems in flat 
clusters.  Crinkled  
lanceolate leaves all way 
up stem. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Tansy 
Tanacetum vulgare 
Yellow button-like flowers 
clustered into domed 
head. Finely segmented 
leaves 
Aromatic and patch-
forming. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Common Ragwort 
Senecio vulgaris 
Large flat clusters of 
yellow daisy flowers. 
Leaves 1-2 pinnate half 
clasping stem, the 
terminal lobe only 
slightly longer than side 
ones. Can have black-
tipped phyllaries. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Hoary Ragwort 
Jacobaea erucifolia 
Leaves grey, cotton 
underneath and with 
narrow lobes. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Marsh Ragwort 
Jacobaea aquatic 
Flowers with 12 to 15 
rays. Leaves 1-2 pinnate, 
the terminal lobe much 
longer. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Oxford  Ragwort 
Senecio squalidus  
Looser clusters of flowers 
and always with black-
tipped phyllaries. 
Ragworts  all have 12-15 
rays per flower, Oxford 
nearly always has 13. 

 
 

 Seen (tick)  
 

 Common  Groundsel 
 Senecio vulgaris  
Flowers rayless with 
black-tipped bracts. 
Leaves pinnate lobed, 
shiny green.  Stem 
purplish. A very common 
plant of waste places. 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

Narrow-leaved Ragwort 
Senecio inaequidens 
Newly arrived but 
spreading north rapidly. 
Like other ragworts but 
with linear leaves, Can be 
quite shrubby. 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

  Heath Groundsel 
 Senecio sylvaticus   
Like a tall Common 
Groundsel but with 
lemon yellow rays rolled 
back. Not sticky and  
leaves green with yellow 
tinge (not greyish or 
shiny green).  

  
Seen (tick)  

 

 Sticky Groundsel 
Senecio viscosus 
Like a very sticky Common 
Groundsel but with grey-
green leaves and outer 
flowers spreading and 
rolled back.  Bracts not 
dark-tipped. 
  

 

 Seen (tick)  
 



  Colt’s-foot 
Tussilago farfara  
Solitary flowers with thin 
rays appear before the 
leaves and are one of the 
earliest flowers to show. 
Stems are purplish and 
scaly. Leaves are large 
heart-shaped, white-
felted underneath 

  

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

 Pineapple-weed 
Matricaria discoidea  
Very common in waste 
places, especially where 
trampled such as 
pavements and cobbles. 
No ray florets, only a 
small greenish-yellow ball 
of disk florets.  Leaves 
finely cut, almost needle-
like.  Plant smells of 
pineapples if crushed. 
 

 
 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

  Leopard’s-bane 
Doronicum 
pardalianches 
Another established 
garden escape usually in 
woods or stream-sides. 
Flowers on top of 
branched stems  Leaves 
are cordate and  
wrapped around stem. 

    
  

Seen (tick)  
 

 Goat’s-beard 
Tragopogon pratensis 
Only yellow asteraceae 
with  grass-like leaves. 
Multi-stemmed each with 
a single yellow flower. 8 
green bracts extend well 
beyond ray florets. 
Flowers closes up in 
afternoon.  
 
 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

  Mouse-ear Hawkweed 
Pilosella officinarum 
Occurs on stony, gravelly 
ground, A single lemon 
coloured flower on top 
of a single leafless stem, 
growing from a rosette 
of narrow leaves. 
Flowers with red tips to 
underside of ray florets. 
Leaves are very hairy 
with with a silver edge 
and green above, white 
below. 

    

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

 Wall Lettuce 
Mycelis muralis  
Tall with a few lanceolate 
leaves on stem.  Very 
loose panicles of yellow 
flowers, Unlike most 
asteraceae, no central 
disc floret only 5 petals 
with toothed tips and 5 
showy anthers. Lower 
leaves are lobe and 
pointed.  
 
 

 
  

Seen (tick)  
 

  Prickly  Lettuce 
Lactuca serriola  
Tall, many branched 
stem with grey-green, 
white-ribbed, slightly 
toothed leaves wrapped 
around it. Leaves have 
long sharp spines on 
underside of rib.  Small 
yellow flowers at ends of 
zig-zag branches. 
 
 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
 

Great  Lettuce 
Lactuca virosa  
Very tall with green dark 
green leaves with reddish-
purple tinge and red mid-
ribs all up stem, many 
facing almost vertical.  
Leaves have small prickles 
on underside or rib and 
veins. Stem purple with 
small yellow flowers 
mainly at the top. 
 

 
 

Seen (tick)  
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